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FROM THE PRESIDENT: | appreciate your reading my contribution to 
RADIOWAVES for April 2022 as | have some impartant topics to discuss with you. 
Both are serious and the first one will quire some homework on all our part. It 
should come as no surprise that our hobby is enjoyed more by ‘seniors’ than any 
‘other age group. 'm not talking about kids in the 12" grade or high school. But in 
most cases by OLDER, MATURE, (lets cal us what we are) GEEZEAS. With this 
‘comes the realty that we are closer tothe ‘end’ than to the ‘beginning’ if you get 
my drift. Sorry to be a ‘Debbie Downer’ but we're older Americans folks. Being a 
senior and despite your current health good or bad we have certain 
‘responsibilities. When you sit down and think about it there are a number of 
items that could or SHOULD be contained on our list of eertain responsibilities. At 
the top of the lst should be a responsibility to our familie. So, a concept comes 
to mind. All of us involved in this hobby and moreover, OTHER hobbies be it 
GUNS, TRAINS, CARS, WATCHES, HAM RADIO, COMIC BOOKS, or BUTTERFLIES, we 
mast likely have 2 collection. Some have very large collections while some quite 
modest. Should the day come when you pass away and can no longer enjoy this 
fr any of the hobbies you enjoy, who is going to decide what to do with Your 
CCOLLECTION(S)? itis something to think about isn't it? Your loved ones will have 2 
lot to do. But based on some recent goings on in my circle | am suggesting that 
Yyou/we all of us sit down and begin the process of making alist of items, a VALUE 
list based on the date thelist was comprised, and on that list the name or names 
‘of someane yeu trust to help with the disposal or distribution af thase items 
should your immediate family need help to move on from what you have left. 
Help the family out, and be well prepared. We all have life insurance as an aid to 
‘ur loved ones left behind when we gone. My wish is that you leave this other 
“ingurance’ for you and your family, in that your treasurers are handled with care 
by someone you trust for the good of al. There is work being done on an outline 
that you may want to follow in getting started with what called ‘the homework’ 
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lam open to YOUR suggestions on how to move forward with this. think you will 
all agree its something that will quire a plan, So, let's formulate a plan to help 
‘our families, ourselves, and perhaps our fellow members. We'll have more on this 
in future meetings and in RADIOWAVES, 

Recently we've been talking about the upcoming MAY election of the MARCI 
Board of Directors. This election of course takes place every year in MAY for all 
the executive postions of MARCI. The positions are president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer, and so forth. Five officers ate tobe elected. MARC! currently 
has an interim treasurer after the departure of David Flall W3IK. We'd like our 
interim treasurer (Jack Ham, W92) to stay on but he must be elected as would 
any officer. Our current secretary will not be returning, therefore we need at 2 
minimum two members to come on board and assist with the operations of 
MARCI. Please consider helping out. As we have done the past two years, a 
nominating committee consisting of three MARCI members not associated with 
the BOD will be accepting names of those who would lke to be considered. Their 
‘ontact information will be sent out to all members very soon. The committee will 
compile a list of candidates. Should you be interested in ANY of the positions | 
mentioned, let the committee know your preference. You may run for any 
position you like. As | mentioned we already know we have vacancies which will 
need tobe fled. Please consider helping to manage the MARCI Club. 

Lastly but certainly not least, Geoff Haines NIGY, a longtime MARCI 
member and the editor of RADIOWAVES our monthly newsletter, has also 
‘expressed his desire to be replaced as editor. Geoff has other interests which 
reed more of his time. | encourage anyone with an interest in helping out as the 
new EDITOR OF RADIOWAVES to discuss this job with Geoff. You would certainly 
have Geoff's help and the help of the rest of Board of Directors along the way. 
"Make it your own...make it FUN! 

VERY IMPORTANT! Please watch your email for information about the MARCI 
Nominating Committee. | look forward to seeing you all on ZOOM on Tuesday 
night April S" at 7:00pm during our General Membership Meeting. Until then 
have a good week and PLEASE tell someone you love them, 

"73 Mike Ryan, KACVL 
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FROM THE EDITOR: 

For those of you who missed the last couple of Club Nets on Sunday nights 
‘at 7 PM, and shame on you if you did, your humble editor is looking to be 
replaced by someone with more energy than yours truly. first will point out that 
this will not be a sudden transition. | wil still be providing the monthly puzzle and 
any articles of mine that the new editor wishes to publish. | will also be available 
to answer any questions that crop up. It Is really not all that time consuming a 
task. I generally spend only a few hours a month on the newsletter. Qur president 
writes his column and sends it tothe editor. The editor decides what article would 
bbe most appropriate for the month and | will stil be providing the puzzles and the 
articles unless the new editor wants to run an article from somewhere else. The 
‘want ad section kind of writes itself and the last page info only changes the dates. 

‘nother aspect of ham radio life in Florida kind of hit home recently. A ham 
friend of mine who has been a member of MARCI for many years recently had an 
‘extended stay in the hospital. Now that he is home he is severely limited in his 
ability to got around. He also needs a power supply to power his radios. | offered 
him a medium sized battery and charger which would meet his needs for the 
present time but my own infirmities prevent me from delivering said equipment 
to him. We need someone to step up and deliver the gear from my house to his. 
‘Our president, as | remember, formed a helper group to assist with things lke 
‘antenna ralsings and other such big tasks, maybe we need to expand the scope of 
Such a group to include these smaller tasks which in their own way are just as 
important. 

We are entering the month of Apri. Not only is this notable for people like 
the IRS but it also means that Field Day and HURRICANE SEASON are getting 
closer every day. Is your equipment ready to operate off the grid and away from 
home? Do you have some form of antenna that can be set up in a few minutes? 
o you have the necessary stuff to operate and survive under less than ideal 
conditions for say 72 hours? Ifthe answer to any of these questions is no oF 
maybe, then the next couple of months have a to do list as long as your arm. AS 
the current editor, | will publish articles from the past that will provide guidance 
in these areas. 73 for now. 
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An Brexgeney Radio Package 
Or 
“The Rado ina Box I 
By 
Goo Haines, NIGY 


Several years ago, I constructed a "Radio in a Bon" for use while engaged in ARES 
deployments and aso for use whea I just want vo g0 doa ite Ham Rao at the beach. chose 
St Toon 706 Mk I G a the tamcever and added an LDG sttomaticanenta tut and an ME 
4125 switching power supply. These were mounted on 4 ple made of ABS sheet and 
‘Sluminum. ‘The whole hing Was packaged sh a sitease ke coma that also bad space forthe 
FH antemsa, the coax and all he lle parts that complete any ham radio station, slung 3 
laptop computer. Isl use i requeny. but ately Tbegan to se a ose for something Ut 
‘more sited othe kinds of ARES deploinents we se more often here ia the soaera US. 

wanted to have ia one package. dual band VHPIUHE radio, battery power, and the 
fpuperwodk thats necessary for most deployment Lalso wanted to include the ae, bu 
fumed ut that would have tobe second, although relatively smal package. also Wasted 10 
‘wuld as inexpensively as posible using materials and equipment already had on had. Tis 
sounds fit glance. Uke ull ode, bu it rd ut to be eltvely ey. 

"The fist order was to Select dhe cao. Ulead) had 4 Yaesu FT-7800R that was 
underulized in my radio room, I also was dual-band and ad plenty of metory. The second 
{sk was the power source. As ick would have i [happened wo have a pai of 12 volt. 7 AH gol 
all bates‘ hand. BY using both in pre, K would hve 14 AH of suitable power forthe 
FFE-7§00R. 1 alo had oa hand's 1 Amp wall wat that was rated at 133 Voll DC and 
specially designed for charging and tsataining gel cell teres. This would make charging 
‘he bares easy. As the haere aprouch 13.3 vols charge, the case owing rom Ue Wal 
waits teansformer switches to 4 "Aaa" mode w Kep the bateres topped up. The ext tem oa 
any list was a way fo monitor de Bate vollage. I decided data simple O 19 15 volt DC 
oltetr would suis Indeed, the PT-7800 Fused forthe projet diapays te inp voltage on 
{nal sta-up, so the volage meter some ways ut becuse I had ane op a 

'Now that {had the major components, the nex thing was to find a container opt i all 
Jn. Hseuched the workshop cabiaets and found an unused tol box abou 9" 18" 9 It even 
Was bight "Home Depot orange, a good colt for emergency gear. Caled "Tough Box” | 
‘hin they are il avaiable. have had mine fr several yeas 

‘OK, T have all ofthe major components and Isl havent spent penny one. Just by 
looking artund my house an shop, Ifnd I aleady bad most of the materials to build he 
srojet (See Figure 1) 

By Ung various Layouts of the eado, power and mater, Fcame up with design that 
‘makes the package easy to St up and use. Th bates were paced atthe opposite end of the 
‘ox and secured with simple lumi sips tht bolt ough the sides ad back ofthe box. 
‘One end ofeach step is secured with & Wing ut Lo make changing out the gl cells clave 
easy when te tine comes. 
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‘The main body ofthe radio was secured to the bottom ofthe box by sandwiching the 
‘mounting bracket beeen the box baton and a erp of ABS sheet dit was the bolted the 
tox botiom. My reason for dog it tis way’ was that otbervase tbe radio Would have To be 
‘emoved fom the bracket to bolt the Becket a place dicey” Once the bracket was secure, i 
‘would hen be dificult to e-natall he ado inthe bracket because of the nite space avallable 
‘neither side of the bracket. The cotta ead was screwed to the op panel and connected tthe 
‘aia body by a home-made remete cable Actally. he cable was ao home-made, Tjst used a 
candice cable with RI-I2 connector at bth ends. I tuned out to have the perfect 
onguation forthe FE-7800R and aceded no modifications a al. 

‘The top panel was consructed fom a scrap pce of the same ABS plastic sheet (See 
‘igure 2) This stu anne I coms in sheets upto 4 fet By 8 Tet and is about 1/8 hick 
‘The nomnal users ofthis stuff are sign makers. Check with yout Leal signage shops and they 
obubly will sll you some leftovers quite cheyply- By the wa. when [sy signage shop. Fam 
‘ot talking abou the Kind that can prt stckon or magnetic signs with compar 1 mean the 
foople who make the big sighs tat stand ouside a restauras ofa hotel Check your local 
{dust pack for these companies. 

Tt the top pelt sze and rounded the comers slighly to it the interior ofthe tol 
‘ox. cut and dled suitbl sized hole wo mount a speaker. The speaker was wed tough 3 
Tis" mone jack dat will automatically sous the receive audio tothe earphones if they ate 
lugged in, otherwise the ato goes to te speaker. A mounting bracket for the FT-TSDORs 
ontl head was screwed tothe top panel and sich contol the DC power to the sao was 
‘hoisted. Fall) pas-thvough UHF coancctor was maunted othe tp patel and a shxt 
oat jamper was connected fom st othe main body ofthe rai. This ings the connection 
‘Point forthe coos tthe antenna out he op pane making i ease to et up. (See Figure 3) 

Having mounted al ofthe mje component, twas then ie to wite them ll together. 
‘The two bates were wie i prllel with a DPST site that removes the atesies fom the 
leu ifthe radio being run on external power. Overchaging ofthe bates Uns avended 
‘The wiring then suns hough the on-off switch othe radio. Another pi of wites were un tothe 
{op pute! t allow the wall wart to be conactd fr secharging the bteres. This pai f wies 
‘was eventually run dhaugh the ide wall ofthe box to allow recharging without having to open 
the box. Another pir of wies wis rn to the meter w allow monitoring of the baer voltage 
Since these wies reconnected tothe cutter the onl switch forthe radi, the tster only 
‘monies the yltage wile the rao sia use. Fal single wie was tu rom the eas of he 
‘ao trough the top panel. This allows forte grounding of he ransciver when in we. All of 
‘he necessuy connections where any component might have tobe removed oe veplaced were 
‘made with “Power Pol” conpoctts sing te standatd ARES format The grounding connection 
ses single "Power Pol” connector with agree housing. The others use the standard ed td 
‘ack housing clos and al use 40 Amp ated conectr. (See Fi. 4) 

Th order meu the tp panel to the tool bos, I purchased some aluminum angle tok 
a the local home improvement ste, lous with some “Pop Rivet” ad some sinles sel 
ots, nuts and screws By cuting the aluminum angle to appeopeae lengths. a ast bel was 
‘nse about where a tool way used 1 ft inside the box. The angle stock was secured wih the 
*Pop-Rivet” andthe top pel was placed onto thi abel and ecued using set upping shee, 
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‘metal screws. These can be removed easily with sutble nutdriver to gain access to the 
Intsior ofthe bo. lseting the lop panel ike this aot oy protects the ado contol head td 
speaker but allows forthe sorge ef the antenna coat and paperwork in the lid ofthe bax, (ce 
fie) 

1 should point out hat the ter “op panel” may be litle confusing. Whe the box x 
ed, its inded on top", however, when in use the box is usally laid verso the panel 
‘ow onthe “font” ofthe Box, just athe radio wuld normaly be wed at bom o in he ea. 
‘This way the radio display wil be ese o read and ads. Another point itt he radio st 
up with a hand mic aidan external speaker for aoeal wse. Ina high-anse envionment, 4 
‘Headset canbe used in place ofthe hand mic or earpunes canbe used to Kep theese aio 
ineligible. The varius components tht ate mounted on the top panel were Menifid with 
Small label as tothe funtion andr the proper seting for the deste function, 

‘Wal the pojct almost complet ateaon ted to the matevial hat would be stored 
with thee. These include the operator manual forthe eadio, strand eguebey lst, and 
Several copies ofthe message fos tat We use in or local ARES group. Your Ist may be 
<Gferet and suspect tha al ou lists of paperwoek will evolve and change with tie ad the 
ftcuar neds ofthe ogatzation. Also stored in the i is 475 fou tun of RG-AX cout. This 
Should allow optimum plaemcot ofthe antenna high enough and far avay enough from the 
‘pert. The charger wall wart Was also placed sie thei along witha ground wie that ean 
‘be clamped toa pipe or ground sod or lugged ito any convenient eleceal out. The pg for 
‘his function ha hd the neital and "bo Blades retnoved, leaving only the ey ound pong 
tore plugged into the outlet flexible handle was secured othe plug to faite unplussing 
‘when dese, Also conbeced tote wite i a "Y" configuration withthe pg, ia medium size 
lamp, kindof ike a supersized alligator clip watch the wie opie grou rod, 

(Once the package was constructed and tested, thee Was on last tis todo. Since this 
fuckage likely to be loaned ou to or operators when needed, Was importa make ute 
{hati came back ots ower when the mission Was competed. To easute this I paiaed the id 
ofthe box with my name call sig, and both my home phone number aed my cellular suber. 1 
‘ko etre the id with ‘VHEVUH" to indicate the band covered by the rao (See Fig) 

“This setup has everthing included in the box except the antenna and some kind of 
antenna suppor. If one Were we a ll-up ti ead Poe ype alent it could be eared sn 
‘he box as well, Since tll ees ate Tes common in my ateaTehose to 20 witha porable 
snnna and suport that while collapsible and potable, would not inside the box. For the 
Senna islf modified the desig ofthe OfEeener Fed Sleve Dipole, about which T ave 
‘ten before to allow the upper cloment wo be removed for storage. This makes the atten 3 
two-pcee package about 26" longSee Figue 6) For the anenna suppom mast 1 used an 
sluminum telescopic mast made up of 24° sections lll ove fom an elie mast project. The 
Seetons vary om 3/4" dame upto 1 U2" diameter ia 1" erements. They ar clamped to 
ch oter with hase clamps. Full extended, the mast is over ten feet all. The antenna is 
‘signed lip over the wp section when deployed making the tal length ofthe asennad 
Support almost 15 Yeet The bottom ofthe mast cat eaily be secured almost anything. a chai, 
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‘pod. even simply pad into the silt teste (See Figue 7) 1 Bulk two base, The one 
fox pavement i an "1H rame tht wil suppst the ms ab antenna wih Weight on top of the 
lop of the "H" See figure 8) The ove frst round is aid of "Lawa Dart” cobble up om 
ome surplus pipe tings 1 wl be stp dive iat the gro apd the ane tas lipped 
‘veri (Soe igure 9)AS withthe “aio in abou the cos ofthe antenna and mst was 0, ice 
Tha alo the pars and material on nd lea 

‘thoroughly enjoyed buds this emergency eado package and the cost was amazingly 
low. pinay because Lused components Tales had on hand I ope had to purchase ll of the 
components for hs project could et it pricey. bu by making use af eonponets already tn 
the howe, the cost gets much move favorable. Tis is one of the reason ae the Techical 
Coordinator for my section: unset my fellow hams in our seo aver tw at aluniuns 
tubing aa. Even if the ld antennas wtly shot the slumiauns bes tht makeup the temas 
se very usefl when bulditg oer projects. The same goes fr thse serps of PVC pie et 
‘ver fom the lat plumbing feair. The rest ic handy package for deplaymect i a afer 4 
‘Gasser. keep the “radio box in cv vice along with the mast and antenna, easily ayalable 
wen the focal ARES Emergency Coordinator calle ot sop cut o spp! he commuiy ater 
oe form of dsistr or peal even. 


‘The pices onthe previous page show the rao a 
ul band VHBIUHF sip wath batery power under the 
Font piel along side the mai body of the ea closed, 
‘pen ind weady for use. The 4 picture shows couple of 
diferent ways f providing an antenna mount. The White 
Hstaped sete would fe wud fe was sein Up ot 
pavement suchas 2 pathing lov an sandbags could be 
‘raped over the legs to keep the wind at bay. The brass 
‘device ir pike tat canbe driven ino gray aren an 
then an aluminum telescoping mast cao be slipped over 
the thik poon aboveground 

The coun wed o connect the ead tothe antenna 
is stn inthe a of the raion. The box self i a 
‘hsp toal box from Home Depot or any avesica 
‘The dagram below demonstates how the ox is set up but 
nos ofthe Wing el ot foe cat. 


aa me 
1 aap 
en aMa 
kes iy 


Q on™ 
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‘There is no RadioShack of the Month this month as | did nat reeeive any photos 
and the ones | have have already been featured. Try for May. 


FOR SALE: 


Icom IC-211 2 meter all made base station $150.00 
kings Type RF connectars fer RG-BU, RG-213 $5.00 each oS for $20, 

MBI Voice Keyer $100 

MFI 806 Tuner (300 watt) $40.00 

Very rare EL-KEY lever CW keyer (only 400-600 made in the late 0's $100 
‘Alinco DI-196 VHF HT with brand new battery Has original box and Manuals 
$65.00 

Drake MS-4 Speaker and Power supply $200 

‘These Itenms can be viewed on Bradenton-Sarasota Craigslist under Electronics 
Key word HAM RADIO. 

Please call ar text (341) $80-8696 


‘Quantiv 1. Mosley TA:33. 3 Element Tri-Band Beam Antanna, 10-15-20 Meer 
‘When original the cost for one was § 780. Manatoe Caunly ARES has {of these 
antennas. Thay were used unti3 years ago and worked well. When assembled, he 
‘beams 14" ong and the length of he elements are 27 ong. ARES no longer needs 
ther and would ke te find a good home for these antennas They would lok rice on 
Your tower. They are FREE. unless you would ike fa give a voluniger donation fo 
‘ARES. We may be able fo Paul afew miles to your lotion if naeded 

‘Contact Jack Ham WESKVD at 941-567-6716 or hamS8@lampabay.r.com Please 
faa, Jak hae a row ell ip a a ar ld and odo (al nl wots door The 


‘hone number shouldbe the same 


Offer to bulld: Custom extension cables for any remote.able radio such as the 
‘Yaesu FTM-300, 350 ete 

PowerFole Power Distribution Blocks in 41, 641, and 8+ sizes $10, $15, $20 
‘each respectively Can custom build to sult. 

IN ADDITION: | have more parts and components than | will ever use, so if you 
need something, a transistor, a plug, 2 jack, etc etc. call me first, will give 

You a great price (as in no charge}. 

Call Geoff at 941-447-8579 (cll or 941-752-3696 (home) 
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Yaesu FT-101ZD 


Technician went over the wanscaner about S years ago and twas a No.1 Shape. Rado has 
otbeen operated since. Complete wih’? manual including seremates. Has tal spay 
‘Complete with miophone and 110VAC power cable. Jack WBOKVD 841-587-6716 A good 
‘by at $980.00 Contact Jack — WBSKVD at 941-567-6716 or fham58@tampabay r.com 


‘CLUB MEETING: 


‘Meeting on April §, 2022 QUFRRBSERgE Will 


Monthly Board Mecting 
Monthly ARES Meeting 


Club and Other Nets: 


MARCI Info Net Sunday 7:00PM 146.820~ 100 He. 
ARES Net Monday 7:00PM 146.820 100 He 
MARCI Traders Net Wednesday 8:00PM — 146.820-100He 
Manatee Skywarn Net Thursday 8:00 PM 146.820- 100 He 
[WCF Eagle Net (Local NTS Net) Nightly 8:30M 145.43 ~100H2 oF 
4442.95+ 10082 
WCF Technical Net (tech assist )Thurs 9:00M 145.43 10082 or 


‘ez 950 100k 
PLEASE PARTICIPATE IN ALL THE NETS ANY TIME YOU CAN. The 
nets on Monday (148.20) and Thursday (148.820) are logged for the 
Manatee County Emergency Management and create “il able hous of 
Voller Partepation wach efion rout i County prove! equsrent 
TorARES. And DON'T FORGET about the Regional Nets on NI&CE. on 
145-430 and #42.950.The Eagle Net, the NTS Tale Not ison every night 
31 830 PIM, The rogonal Skywarn Net is on Tuesday at'8-PM. The 
‘Techical Netis on Every Thursday at 9 PM or immediatly attr the ond of 
the Eagle Net should that net lite over. 
Gur Gui Net on Sunday night is recently very poty altonded. Our cub 
fas over 60 members. SUB at least 15 Or 20 of you can lke 20 minutos 
tut of you Sunday evering to check so your Gem cub ell The moat 
tcrston corelant | hear about repeaters of al wv, cal ae! ginal 
thal “there's no one on”. The old saying about "if you don't 
tse ityou wil love i" was never truer than now. 

age tt 


